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Hi Everyone! Welcome to Week 8 of our AI in Education series. This week is all about 
discovering your own interests and turning them into animated stories. You’ll start by writing 
about something you really like, experiment with different voice styles to see how they 
change the feeling of your words, and then bring your story to life using Adobe Express 
Character Animate.

Theme: Personal Expression, Voice Choice & Digital Storytelling

Anchor Tool: Adobe Express Character Animate (Free & DET-compatible) + AnyVoiceLab 
(Teacher Demo)

Devices: Chromebooks, or laptops with internet access.

Core Concept: Students discover that their personal ideas and choices drive the creative 
process. AI tools help transform their words into performances, but their writing, voice and 
design decisions make the story unique.

1. Your Ideas Come First
AI doesn’t create ideas,  it follows your words. What you write shapes what the audience 
sees and hears.

2. Voice Changes Everything
Experimenting with different tones and styles shows how a simple change of voice can make 
a story sound fun, dramatic or serious.

3. Create, Edit, Improve
Each day you build on what you made before, revising writing, testing new voices and 
polishing animations, to make a final video you’re proud of.

4. Reflection Strengthens Skills
Flow writing and group feedback help you think about how your choices (words, voices, 
characters) affect your story.

5. AI is Your Creative Partner
AI helps you animate and add voice to your ideas, but you stay in control. Your choices make 
the story meaningful and uniquely yours.
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DAY 1 - What do YOU Like?
Goal: Build confident personal writing, practise ethical discussion about AI images, develop 
fluency in short oral reading.

OVERVIEW
Students explore the idea of AI-generated 
people as fictional representations, 
sparking discussion about ethics and 
honesty in media. They then brainstorm 
what they like, write freely in a short 
flow writing and shape their ideas into 
a 50–100 word structured piece. 
The lesson ends with students practising 
reading their work aloud to build confidence and fluency.

1. WATCH AND DISCUSS 
What do YOU Like? - video (approx 10mins) Prompt: What did you like? These children are 
AI made. A technique called lip synching is used, AI lip-synching is the process where AI 
automatically matches a character’s mouth movements to recorded speech. Does it matter. 
When is this ok. What things do you like?

2. IMAGINAIRING
After the above discussion, students sit without moving & imagine What they like. Think about 
everything they can about that thing. After the minute 2-3 students share what they imagined. 

3. FLOW WRITING - 5-7 mins
Students write down as much as possible about What they like. No rubbing out, don’t worry 
about spelling don’t draw or talk just write for 5-7 minutes. Pencil on the paper. Keep writing 
about “What do I like” the whole time. 
Once students have finished 2-3 students share what they have written.

4. STRUCTURED WRITING
Use the Week 8 What Do You Like Template Explain the template. Target is 50 - 100 words.

5. READING PRACTICE
Practice reading to a partner then one volunteer per table reads to class. Focus on pace, 
clarity, expression. Tomorrow we will be using your Stories to animate a character. Yeah

CORE UNDERSTANDING
AI can create fictional people that represent ideas. Clear writing follows a simple structure with 
topic, details, conclusion.

https://cathylynnebrown.substack.com/
http://virtualteacher.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj_IooxkaBo&t=240s
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/imaginaire/
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/flowwriting/
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/downloads/WhatDoYouLikeTemplate.pdf
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DAY 2: Character Bring Your Words to Life with Character Animate!
Goal: Students will turn their written “What Do You Like?” 
pieces into short animated videos using Adobe Express 
Character Animate. They will practise fluency, expression 
and digital creativity while exploring how AI can bring words 
to life.

1. WATCH AND INTRODUCE Character Animate
Play the Video
Bring Your Words to Life with Adobe Express 
Character Animate!
Discuss how it turns written work into a performance.
Notice how the character’s lip-sync matches your spoken 
words, this makes your story feel real and engaging.

2. TEACHER DEMONSTRATION 
Choose a character and a background 
(aspect ratio 16:9 – YouTube format).
Press record and read the story.
Model expression, pace & confidence.
Always download video for backup. Select open in editor.

3. GROUP WORK
Students work in pairs to practise reading their stories aloud to each other.
Open Adobe Express, choose character, background, and aspect ratio.
Record stories, rotate students through withdrawal space if noise is high. Click on “Open in 
Editor” to open in Adobe Express video editor. Add a title slide. You can edit videos, add text 
slides if you like.(younger classes can do this step with teacher assistance).

4. EVALUATION AND REFLECTION
Play back 2–3 student videos for the class.
Discuss: What did you think of your character “reading” your story?
How did AI help tell your story?
What might you add or change next time

EXTENSION 
Encourage advanced students to edit timing, transitions, and add sound effects or music in 
Adobe Express. Add a final text slide that explains how you made the animation, why you 
chose the character and what you like most about your topic. If adding lots of text, use multiple 
slides or blank scenes to keep it readable.

CORE UNDERSTANDING
AI tools can enhance storytelling by adding visual and auditory expression to writing. Good 
digital communication combines strong writing, clear speech, and thoughtful design choices.

https://cathylynnebrown.substack.com/
http://virtualteacher.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQ5OSfkX6CA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQ5OSfkX6CA
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DAY 3: Using Different Voices
Goal: Students will explore how different voice styles affect meaning and emotion in their 
stories. They will practise reading their Day 1 writing with multiple voice styles, select a 
favourite, and create a new Adobe Express Character Animate video using that voice.

1. REVIEW AND DISCUSS
Show 1–2 student animations from Day 2.

2. INTRODUCE VOICE TYPES & DEMONSTRATE
Show the Different Voices PDF on the smart board (Excited, Serious, Funny, Sad, Whisper, 
Robot, Alien and Create Your Own) Explain that they will experiment with reading their stories 
in each style to see how it changes meaning and feeling. Choose 1–2 students to read their 
“What Do You Like?” stories using several different voices from the list as a demonstration. 
Check that the lip-sync is still clear and matches your words. Even though the voice style 
changes, the animation should still look like your character is speaking naturally.

2. PRACTISE VOICES
Students read their “What Do You Like?” stories in different styles with their partners, using the 
voice checklist from the PDF (Excited, Serious, Funny, Sad, Whisper, Robot, Alien, or their 
own design) They tick off each one as they try it, listening to how the feeling changes.

3. STUDENTS CHOOSE A FAVOURITE
Students select the voice style they like best for their story. Open Adobe Express Character 
Animate. Choose the same or a new character and background (16:9 format). Record the 
story using the chosen voice style. Click on “Open in Editor” to open in Adobe Express video 
editor. Add a title slide and the download as an .mp4 video. You can edit videos, add text 
slides if you like.(younger classes can do this step with teacher assistance). 

4. EVALUATION AND REFLECTION
Play 2–3 finished videos. Discuss: How did changing the voice affect the story’s feeling?
Did it make it more fun, serious, or silly? Which voice made the strongest connection to the 
audience?

5. FLOW WRITING REFLECTION: Students write a short reflection. 5-7mins as per previous. 
How did changing the voice affect the story’s feeling? Did it make it more fun, serious, or silly? 
Which voice made the strongest connection to the audience? What they discovered and what 
they enjoyed.

EXTENSION 
Add the 2 videos together in Adobe Express, simply copy and from one then ope the original 
video and paste. Add a final slide explaining which voice you chose and why. Describe how 
the voice changed the meaning or mood of your story.

CORE UNDERSTANDING

Changing voice style changes the emotional impact and meaning of words. Combining writing, 
voice and animation allows stories to connect more deeply with the audience.

https://cathylynnebrown.substack.com/
http://virtualteacher.com.au
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/downloads/Different%20Voices-W8.pdf


DAY 4 – Add Reflection + AI Voice
Goal: Review animations, explore and choose character voices, add reflections 
(spoken or text-to-speech) to videos, then share work with the class for 
feedback and final improvements.

1. REVIEW AND DISCUSS
Show 1–2 student animations from Day 3. Discuss finishing details to be 
added. Select  2-3 students to read the reflections form Day 3. 

2. INTRODUCE CHARACTER VOICE & DEMONSTRATE
WATCH the video reflection sample
Using AnyVoiceLab demonstrate text-to-speech with 3 available voices 
(teacher demo only, no student logins). Students listen and choose their 
favourite voice. Select one student to type in their reflection 
(max 500 characters), generate the voice, and download it. Open 
Adobe Express Animate, choose a character, and upload the downloaded voice instead of 
recording one. Open the generated video in edit mode and add it to the previous video.

Tip: Use Dictate in Word or Google Docs to speed up typing, check word count, then copy/
paste.

3. GROUP WORK
About 6 students try the AnyVoiceLab option; others record their own voices, experimenting 
with expression (happy, excited, dramatic). Students complete their videos, add reflection 
animations, and put on finishing touches. Challenge advanced students to experiment with 
typography and add subtitles.

3. TEACHER SUPPORT
Work with pairs to choose and generate voices in AnyVoiceLab. 
Download voices for students to use in Adobe Express Character Animate.

4. CLASS SHARE
A few pairs present their videos. Class feedback: What do you notice? What worked well? 
What could be improved tomorrow before sharing?

NOTE SUCCESS CRITERIA are in the Resources section or download here.

CORE UNDERSTANDING
Students learn that using character voices adds emotion and meaning to their stories, that 
text-to-speech tools can enhance their work, and that revising and sharing with others helps 
improve their final videos.
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https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/vid/Animate_Characters_Reflections-W8.mp4
https://anyvoicelab.com/voices/cartoon-character-voice/
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/downloads/SuccessCriteriaWeek-W8.pdf
https://cathylynnebrown.substack.com/
http://virtualteacher.com.au


DAY 5 – SHARING the VIDEOS
Goal: Students will complete any final edits, share their finished videos with the class, and 
reflect on how they used AI, creativity and collaboration to bring their projects to life.

1. FINAL PREP
Students: Check the book against the Day 4 Success Criteria download here.

2. INTRODUCE THE SESSION 
Explain that today’s focus is to celebrate their work, review what they learned about AI-
generated lip-syncing, voice selection and character animation.

2. PRESENTATIONS 
Share videos on the smart board if possible. Alternatively, students present on individual 
laptops.

Audience role: Watch respectfully and offer 2–3 positive comments or questions (e.g., “I liked 
how you made your character sound excited.”). As you watch your classmates’ videos, think 
about whether the lip-synching made the characters look believable.

EXTENSION ACTIVITY
The Teacher or capable students compile all recordings into a single class video for 
showcasing to school or parents. 

4. REFLECTION – Flow Writing 
Brief Discussion followed by 7 mins of Flow Writing: The part of today I enjoyed most
was… The most interesting book I saw was… AI helped me by… Next time, I would…”

CORE UNDERSTANDING 
Students learn that sharing work builds confidence and communication skills. They see how AI 
supports storytelling and that feedback and reflection help them improve.
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https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/downloads/SuccessCriteriaWeek-W8.pdf
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/downloads/Imaginairing&FlowWriting.pdf
https://cathylynnebrown.substack.com/
http://virtualteacher.com.au
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Learning

Table of NSW curriculum outcomes aligned with Week 8 What do YOU Like?  Animation, 
for student learning for Stage 2.

WEEK Eight  What do YOU Like? Animation

https://cathylynnebrown.substack.com/
http://virtualteacher.com.au
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SUMMARY 

TIPS
Individual Recording Students record their own animations. Using the Voice Style Checklist Template before 
recording to ensure they’ve tried multiple styles and selected their favourite & always download video for backup.

Manage Noise Levels Rotate students through a withdrawal room or use outdoor space if available for quiet, 
clear recording sessions.

AI Voice Demo First Use AnyVoiceLab for a teacher-led demo. Generate and download voices for students who 
want to use AI voice in their project.

Encourage Creativity & Extension Challenge students to add subtitles, experiment with typography, or include 
extra slides for reflections.

Students work in groups: Groups of 4–5 works best. Encourage discussion, cooperation and shared reading 
using the different emotions.

TAKEAWAYS
Students learn that their own ideas and writing are at the heart of their projects. What they write drives the 
character’s message and sets the tone for the entire video.They explore how voice choice changes meaning, see 
how lip-sync makes characters believable, use AI voices to enhance creativity, and grow in confidence through 
feedback and reflection.

Resources
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https://cathylynnebrown.substack.com/
http://virtualteacher.com.au
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MISSION - If You’re Up For It 
Goal: Your mission is to work with a partner to turn your ideas into a lively two-character 
conversation. You will each choose a character, record your lines, and combine them into one 
video so it looks like your characters are talking to each other. Your goal is to show what you 
like, match your voice style to the mood, and make the timing feel natural ,just like a real 
conversation!

1. PLAN YOUR DIALOGUE
Check out the video Pizza or Toastie?  Hilarious Animated Classroom Duet
Write a short script with two characters. (Sample script on the next page)
Keep lines short (1–2 sentences each) so timing is easy to manage.
Mark clearly who is speaking (Character A / Character B).

2. CREATE THE FIRST CHARACTER SCENE
Open Adobe Express Character Animate.Choose Character A and background (16:9 format).
Record only Character A’s lines, leaving natural pauses where Character B will speak.Save or 
download as an .mp4 file.

3. Create the Second Character Scene
Go back to Character Animate and choose Character B.
Play Character A’s video in another window and record Character B’s lines, speaking in the 
pauses.
Save this recording as a second .mp4 file.

4. COMBINE THE 2 VIDEOS
Open Adobe Express Video Editor (or Canva Video / iMovie if preferred).
Place Character A’s video first, then Character B’s in the timeline , or intercut them by trimming 
and arranging clips to simulate conversation.
Optionally, add text captions for each character’s dialogue.

5. POLISH
Adjust timing so the “conversation” feels natural.
Add a title slide (“A Chat Between…”) and maybe a final slide with the students’ names.
Add animations and transitions. Add music or sound effects for extra fun (clapping, laughter, or 
scene transitions).

6. SHARE
Play it on the smart board for the class.
Encourage students to reflect: Which character had the stronger point of view? Did the voices 
match the personalities?

TIP
This works brilliantly as a paired activity, each student records their own part, then 
collaborates to merge them into one project. It encourages timing, turn-taking, and dialogue 
writing.

Resources
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https://cathylynnebrown.substack.com/
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https://youtu.be/qxI07F3AGCQ
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LINKS
What do YOU Like? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj_IooxkaBo&t=240s

IMAGiNAIRING
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/imaginaire/

FLOW Writing
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/flowwriting/

Week 8 What Do You Like Template

https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/downloads/WhatDoYouLikeTemplate.pdf

Bring Your Words to Life with Adobe Express Character Animate! 
https://youtu.be/PQ5OSfkX6CA

AnyVoiceLab demonstrate text to speech.
https://anyvoicelab.com/voices/cartoon-character-voice/
Success Criteria Week 8
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/downloads/SuccessCriteriaWeek-W8.pdf
Animate Characters Reflection Video 
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/vid/Animate_Characters_Reflections-W8.mp4
Different Voice-W8
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/downloads/Different%20Voices-W8.pdf

Resources
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https://cathylynnebrown.substack.com/
http://virtualteacher.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mj_IooxkaBo&t=240s
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/imaginaire/
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/flowwriting/
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/downloads/WhatDoYouLikeTemplate.pdf
https://youtu.be/PQ5OSfkX6CA
https://anyvoicelab.com/voices/cartoon-character-voice/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/downloads/SuccessCriteriaWeek-W8.pdf
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/vid/Animate_Characters_Reflections-W8.mp4
https://www.virtualteacher.com.au/downloads/Different%20Voices-W8.pdf

