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USING THE VIDEO CAMERA – 2 main ways
1. Just shoot the footage you want, transfer it to VHS and view it or run tape direct from Camera, using a digital projector, or straight into you TV. No editing, no downloading, no planning or storyboard.
2. Shoot with the view to editing final product.  This will usually need a storyboard, will need to be only 1-3mins long, require downloading to a computer through firewire, require editing using video editing software. 
 

WHAT WE ARE DOING
1. First we'll do some warm up with Tim 

2. Then discuss using the Video Camera and how it fits into your lessons and teaching. Things you might consider are:-

What are the problems with using videos with my students?
What are the benefits of using video, particularly in relation to distance education?
Why is video communication important in the 21st century?
How can videos be used to enhance my teaching and my students' learning?
What topics, activities and subjects are best suited to video production?

3. PIECE TO CAMERA - Using video in Distance Education -This will give you 30 - 60secs in front of the Camera, to demystify the process and hopefully let you feel more comfortable in front of the Camera.

Tips on Presenting to Camera

1. Speak up

2. Look at the Camera – treat the camera like someone you know, talk it like a friend.  one of Tim’s tips is to think of Mr & Mrs Smith sitting out there watching TV, eating chips, drinking tea, you have to keep them interested.

3. Smile

4. Good props help

5. Know your material

6. Everyone gets nervous.  The Queen gets nervous – her trick is to wiggle her toes – no one can see – but it distracts her from feeling nervous.

The purpose of communication is to get your message across to our audience. This is a process that involves both the sender of the message and the receiver. This process leaves room for error, with messages often misinterpreted by one or more of the parties involved. This causes unnecessary confusion and counter productivity.

 

In fact, a message is successful only when both the sender and the receiver perceive it in the same way.

PIECE TO CAMERA –FOR OUR PURPOSE
Position camera and lock off.  We are aiming for a portrait shot.
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In the Proportions as above.
1. As there will be a height difference between talent, use the winder at the side of the  tripod to raise or lower the camera. 

2. Do not refocus or change the tilt of the camera. This will give the best result for editing.

3. Mark the position on the floor with tape.

4. Make sure the background is not busy.

5. Make sure there is plenty of light.

6. Don’t shoot toward a light source.

SHOOTING
1. Quiet on the set.
2. Roll Camera
3. Count to 5
4. Action
5. Cut
6. Count to five
7. Stop Camera
EDITING
1. Turn Camera on.
2. Plug in Firewire cable to camera and computer
3. Dialogue box should come up – select moviemaker, or goto movie maker, for PC. Or choose editing program an import movie from Video Camera.
4. Play movie and select in and out points, or just download the lot if it's not too long.
5. Select clips and drag to timeline.
6. Tighten up clips as required
7. Add title
8. Add transitions
9. Add end credits
10.  Add sound
11.  May need to re trim clips to match sound track.
WHAT TO DO AFTER THIS INSERVICE
1. Become familiar with the Video Camera – borrow it for a weekend and experiment.  (see THE CAMERA below) Have a fiddle around, let the kids have a fiddle around, cover the school concert, assembly or sports carnival.
2.   Make a simple video –‘Piece to camera’ of yourself – about a topic your students are working on – get your students to send their videos in. 
3.   Do a Tutorial. Sometimes tutorials will be in the help menus, of editing programs. Use the links below for online tutorials.
4.   Get serious and Make Your Own Movie.
THE STUFF YOU NEED
1. Mac's are great for editing with IMOVIE.
2. PC’s use MovieMaker.
3. My preferred editing program is Final Cut Pro(there is a lite version)
4. Use a firewire cable to import the video..
5. Storage on Computers is limited. Aim to shoot a 1-3min video only if you are editing it. This will be plenty for first time use.
6. The Video Camera
7. A tripod, even though the cameras are small, taking good video requires a tripod.
THE CAMERA
1. Don't fiddle with:-setting time and date, in camera features such as fadein/fadeout, sepia etc.
2. Do fiddle with lighting setups like backlight, daylight, nighttime.
3. Avoid using zoom while you are filming, zoom in, frame your shot, then shoot, preferably from a tripod.  Zooming on small cameras will be shaky and uneven so unless this is the effect you want, DON'T.
4. Avoid attempts at handheld camera movement to follow action. Unless you want that particularly distinctive wobbly effect, commonly called wobble-cam, use a tripod.  If you don't have a tripod support the camera securely on a nearby shoulder, knee or available furniture.
5. Panning on small cameras and tripods is tricky; make sure you pan at least 3 times as slowly as you think you should.
MAKE YOUR OWN MOVIE
So you’ve fiddled around a bit with your new digital camera and with editing, now for some serious filmmaking.  Although many folk like to just go out and shoot, planning is essential to good video making and saves a lot of time.  Think about the intended audience, the message, the ‘hook’ for the video.
1. To start with set the parameters, I suggest a 1-3 minute movie. 
2. Choose a topic you are familiar with and want to explore.
3. Then WRITE a script. Check out the sample shooting script pages and also tips at this site:- http://breakingin.net/format_tutorial.htm
4. Make a Storyboard. Here is a template that might help http://www.virtualteacher.com.au/film.doc 

5. Start the camera rolling, count to 5 in your head before beginning the action, leave the camera rolling for 5 secs after action has finished.
6. Close-ups(CU) and extreme close-ups(ECU) are excellent visuals for videos. They also provide good cutaways if there is a problem.
7. Avoid panning and zooming in, they should be used rarely for a specific purpose.
8. Use the bubble on your tripod to level your camera, shoot as much as possible using the tripod.
9. Camera sound may not be too clear, due to background noise, distance from the camera or soft voices. A Voice over or, dubbing over the top of the images in editing can often solve this problem. Another solution is to use a ‘broom’ microphone – plug a microphone into your camera, tape it with strong tape – ‘gaffer’ tape to a broom handle, and have a ‘broom operator’ position it as close as possible to the actors – without it appearing in shot.
ONLINE SITES ABOUT EDITING
Microsoft
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/moviemaker/getstarted/videoreport.mspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/moviemaker/videos/create.mspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp/using/moviemaker/videos/share.mspx
Everything you could ever want to know about digital Video
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~cumulus/index.html
Digital Video in Schools
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~cumulus/digvideo.htm
Atomic Learning Downloadable Story boards
 
Enough for now – go forth and enjoy.

There's no business like show business like no business I know
Everything about it is appealing, everything that traffic will allow
Nowhere could you get that happy feeling when you are stealing that extra bow
There's no people like show people, they smile when they are low
Even with a turkey that you know will fold, you may be stranded out in the cold
Still you wouldn't change it for a sack of gold, let's go on with the show
There's no people like show people, they smile when they are low
Yesterday they told you would not go far, that night you open and there you are
Next day on your dressing room they've hung a star, let's go on with the show!! let's go on with the show!!
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